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Activity title: Holocaust 
Teacher Responsible: B Brewer
Other Staff Involved: whole school
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
11-12: 27
12-13: 35
13-14: 32
14-15: 26
15-16: 29
16-17: 17
17-18: 18
Subject Area: History
Activities: 
The pupils will be researching the Holocaust in Europe and it's effects on the Jewish Diaspora. Comparisons will be made with genocides throughout the world, including Rwanda and Cambodia.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: Raising awareness amongst pupils of both the event and how it is remembered. Pupils will organise a whole school assembly on Holocaust Memorial Day. Outcomes: Pupils have a new perspective on the Holocaust. They are aware that similar events still happen today and have knowledge of the root causes of the Holocaust and other genocides.
Evaluation Evidence: 
Pupil feedback forms.
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 7 January, 2013 to Monday, 4 February, 2013
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Activity title Local Environments 
Partner Schools Involved: Oaks
Teacher Responsible: Louise O'Hanlon
Other Staff Involved: N Nokes C Davies L Evans
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
14-15: 26
15-16: 29
Subject Area: Science
Activities: 
As part of BTEC assignments, pupils are looking at the local environment. They will then compare with students in OAKS school, exchanging photographs of both local areas.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: Compare and contrast local environments with those in Sierra Leone. Investigate human impact on different environments. Outcomes: As part of the BTEC Level 2 Principles in Applied Science, pupils compared the local school environment with that of Oaks School in Sierra Leone. This helped them appreciate both the environmental and cultural differences that exist between themselves and pupils in Sierra Leone. Pupils in Sierra Leone swapped photographs with our pupils and both exchanged their knowledge of of their own local areas. Again as part of the BTEC Level 2 Principles in Applied Science, pupils had to consider the human impact on different environments. They looked at the effects humans have in terms of pollution, industrialisation and building. This enabled them to appreciate how much humans can affect the world in which we live and the part they play. We also discussed this with pupils throughout the school as part of our work on conservation during Culture & Creativity Week. 
Evaluation Evidence: 
BTEC coursework assignments.
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Wednesday, 11 December, 2013 to Friday, 20 December, 2013
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Activity title Sports Day 
Partner Schools Involved: Oaks
Teacher Responsible: S Stanley
Other Staff Involved: D Keefe I Atkins L Wilson
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
11-12: 27
12-13: 35
13-14: 32
14-15: 26
15-16: 29
16-17: 17
17-18: 18
Subject Area: 
Citizenship
Physical Education (PE) or Sport
Activities: 
Throughout the school year, reference will be made to the Commonwealth Games in 2014. Pupils will be involved in assemblies and activities using the three values of 'Humanity, Equality, Destiny'. This will lead up to a Sports Day in July at a local sports center which will be based on the Commonwealth Games. OAKS school will also follow the same plan, also culminating in a Sports Day.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: Pupils will focus on achieving the three Commonwealth Games values (Humanity, Equality, Destiny) throughout the school year with awards being given to successful students. Outcomes: Pupils at Clare Mount are now more familiar with what the 'Commonwealth' is and which countries are involved. Pupils now recognise the Commonwealth values of Humanity, Equality and Destiny and try to apply these principles to how they treat their peers and other people. Pupils can identify different sports and cultural activities which will make up the Commonwealth Games 
Evaluation Evidence: 
Photographs, Powerpoints, student feedback.
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 9 September, 2013 to Friday, 11 July, 2014
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Activity title Christmas Traditions Around the World 
Partner Schools Involved: Oaks
Teacher Responsible: K Spracklen 
Other Staff Involved: C Hanley
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
11-12: 27
12-13: 35
13-14: 32
14-15: 26
15-16: 29
Subject Area: Religious Education
Activities: 
Pupils will study how other countries celebrate Christmas as part of a unit on Festivals. They will interview a Polish member of staff about traditions in Poland.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: Pupils will understand that traditions vary according to the country/culture you come from. Pupils will understand that other religions don't celebrate Christmas and will gain an insight into the festivals of other religions. Outcomes: Pupils researched Christmas traditions around the world and were able to compare and contrast their own traditions with those of the pupils in Oaks school, Sierra Leone. Pupils in both schools shared their experiences with each other and looked at what food each culture eats on the day. Pupils made a mini sukket to understand the importance of this festival to Jewish people. Pupils made purim puppets and retold the story of Purim.
Evaluation Evidence: 
Pupil work/feedback, photographs
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 2 December, 2013 to Friday, 20 December, 2013
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Activity title Mandarin and Chinese Culture 
Teacher Responsible: L Neill
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
11-12: 27
Subject Area: Art Dance Language
Activities: 
Over a four week period, Y7 pupils will have Mandarin lessons provided by a Hanban teacher. As well as learning a little language, pupils will learn a dance, as well as comparing and contrasting school life in the UK to China. They will also have the opportunity to use Chinese calligraphy.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: Pupils will learn basic Mandarin greetings. Pupils will learn a traditional Chinese dance. Pupils will comment on the differences between Chinese and British schools. Outcomes: Pupils have now had a real insight into Chinese culture. They have been able to see the similarities and differences between the two (eg Tesco in China!) They have had misconceptions challenged by talking to and questioning their Chinese teachers. 
Evaluation Evidence: 
Pupil work, photographs
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 28 April, 2014 to Friday, 23 May, 2014
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Activity title Spanish Speaking Countries in South America 
Teacher Responsible: LN
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
12-13: 35
Subject Area: Geography Language
Activities: 
Every academic year, Y8 study basic Spanish language and Spanish speaking countries for a term. They learn about the customs, traditions and geography of Chile and Mexico, as well as Spain, including The Day of the Dead festival.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: To understand why people in some parts of South America speak Spanish. To understand the difference between Halloween and the Day of the Dead. To understand that different people have different customs and traditions. To learn basic Spanish greetings. Outcomes: Pupils understand why South America is divided into Spanish and Portuguese speaking countries. They understand the significance of the Day of the Dead festival and its beginnings as a festival started by Mexico's indigenous people. They have respect for traditions that are different to their own.
Evaluation Evidence: 
Worksheets, photos, displays
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 9 September, 2013 to Friday, 20 December, 2013
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Activity title Culture & Creativity Week - Conservation 
Teacher Responsible: J MacLean, C Vicars, C Cooper-Shone
Other Staff Involved: Whole School
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
11-12: 27
12-13: 35
13-14: 32
14-15: 26
15-16: 29
16-17: 19
17-18: 12
18-19: 3
Subject Area: Art Geography Language Science
Activities: 
The theme this year was conservation. Pupils explored the theme through cookery (the journey our food takes) art (endangered animals) and making a radio ad to make people aware of these issues. The activities took place over the course of a week, following conservation themed lessons in all subject areas. Students also had the opportunity to visit Chester Zoo to find out about the conservation work that goes on there in relation to endangered animals.
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: Raise awareness of conservation issues and our responsibilities as citizens of the world. Develop creative thinking. Appreciate some cultural differences. Outcomes: Students have benefitted from an intensive week of activities aimed at making them aware of conservation issues. They understand that they are citizens of the world and something as simple as choosing food that is in season can have an impact on the environment. They are aware of organisations in this country that have an active interest in conservation issues.
Evaluation Evidence: 
Photographs, completed work
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 30 June, 2014 to Friday, 4 July, 2014
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Activity title Commonwealth Class Project 
Teacher Responsible: D Keefe
Other Staff Involved: P Kearney
Number of pupils in this activity, by age range: 
11-12: 27
12-13: 35
13-14: 32
14-15: 26
15-16: 29
16-17: 19
17-18: 12
18-19: 4
Subject Area: Citizenship Information and Communications Technology (ICT)
Activities: 
Pupils sent each other Powerpoints about a day in the life of their school. 
Aims and outcomes: 
Aims: To understand what the Commonwealth is. To work together as a team with schools from around the world. Outcomes: Pupils were able to understand the Commonwealth values and what they stand for. Pupils worked with other Commonwealth schools, sharing work and ideas and broadening their knowledge of the wider world.
Evaluation Evidence: 
ppt presentations photographs
Between which dates did this activity occur: 
Monday, 2 September, 2013 to Friday, 18 July, 2014

Impact on Teachers: 
Claremount makes use of SEAL targets (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) alongside ECM outcomes to assess the emotional well-being of our students. International teaching has enabled staff to hit each SEAL target (Self awareness, Understanding and managing emotions, motivation, social skills and empathy) and each ECM outcome whilst developing the global dimension and international ethos at school. International teaching has helped us to focus on wider issues, such as sustainability, whilst also helping our students to develop their empathy skills through projects such as the Holocaust activity.
Impact on Pupils: 
The majority of pupils at Claremount have Moderate Learning Difficulties, whilst a significant number are on the Autistic Spectrum. This means that they have much greater difficulty in understanding concepts than their MLD peers. The international activities that they have experienced this year have been tailored to meet their needs whilst also giving them similar experiences to their mainstream peers. Making contact with people in different parts of the world makes an abstract concept real – being able to exchange letters and ideas with people of a similar age enables them to see that teenagers the world over have similar hopes, fears and dreams. They have also been able to recognise the differences between the various cultures that they have had experience of, whilst also looking at how the rest of the world views our culture.
Impact on Community: 
Clare Mount was one of the first schools on the Wirral to install solar panels which were part funded by the Cooperative Society. This has impacted notably in Science and Geography lessons together with whole school awareness of global environmental issues. We have also achieved the Green Flag Award which reflects outstanding pupil achievement in geography and science. Students and their families with ESL gain a sense of “belonging and value” assisted by school partnership with Wirral Multi-Cultural Society.

Support for other schools: 
Clare Mount has been involved in the Commonwealth Class activity run by the British Council. As part of this, we hosted a Commonwealth Launch day for local primary schools and their sports ambassadors. Orrets Meadow, Hayfield, Holy Spirit, Lingham, Castleway, Leasowe and Dawpool primary schools all attended the event. 

Long-term Impact on Pupils, Teachers and the Community: 
Students have the benefit of the world being brought to them in the classroom. Internationalism challenges our students to think about and question their beliefs and understanding of their school, local community and the wider world. It encourages them to think globally and promotes understanding of cultures. It focuses their attention on world-wide issues such as human rights, the environment, racism and poverty.

Plans on sustaining the international ethos: 
All of the activities listed in this application take place every academic year; they will continue to happen for the foreseeable future. As a school, we plan on extending our international links to include other schools, both in the UK and abroad. We will continue to provide support to local primary schools who are interested in achieving the International Schools Award.

Other programmes: 
Eco-schools Green Flag Artsmark Sportsmark 

	Congratulations on achieving the International School Award 2014-2017

	 

	Dear International Coordinator,
Thank you for submitting your Impact Evaluation of international learning activities. We are delighted to inform you that Clare Mount Specialist Sports College has been successful in gaining the International School Award and is accredited/reaccredited for three years from 1 September 2014 to 31 August 2017.
 
Here are the assessor’s comments on your Impact Evaluation, to highlight where your application was particularly impressive and points to take note of as you continue to develop the international dimension in your school:
 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This Impact Evaluation is excellent and comprehensive. It is refreshing and encouraging to see the level of commitment and passion that you have dedicated to your international education programme, despite the challenges faced by your students. Every activity is completely cross-curricular and they are all appropriately linked with global themes that have resulted in this excellent work. Your ability to embed internationalism into your curriculum in such an apparently effortless manner clearly demonstrates your understanding of the principles and mechanisms of international learning. Your whole cross-curricular approach to your work and the way you have linked your activities to relevant global themes provide scope for stimulating work while ensuring that the quality and details remain consistent with the requirements of the ISA. One of the most striking aspects of your evaluation is the fact that the activities and the global themes you have chosen to explore all fit seamlessly into the fabric of the curriculum as though by design. Your school is a very good example of how to guide your international work through clearly planned and delivered activities across an extensive cross-curricular platform. Having said all the above, as an additional tip, you may find it helpful to look back, at regular intervals, at the work you have done through the earlier stages of the ISA (especially keeping track of the relationship between curriculum areas and global themes) in order to maintain sight of the valuable expertise that you would have acquired in order to attain the full award in the first place. You will then be reminded of the need to identify and assign as many relevant global themes as possible to each of your cross-curricular activities in order to make an accurate assessment of how far the ethos of internationalism has truly penetrated your curriculum at every level. Your partnership with your international partner school in Sierra Leone is impressive and your collaboration with them over so many interesting topics and projects just adds weight to your Impact Evaluation. In terms of your appropriate use of a foreign language as a vehicle for exploring international themes, you have a choice of either the Kriol language or one of the other indigenous languages of Sierra Leone to choose from and through which you can engage with relevant global themes. If any of these languages of your international partner school proves too challenging for your students, you may prefer to opt for languages like French, Spanish or German and use them to engage with issues that you have a common interest with your partner school. In that way, both the specific subject matter and the related global themes will begin to make sense at a profound level to your students and to those of your partner schools and the scene will have been set for preparing them to become responsible global citizens in the future. At the same time, your students and those of your partner schools will be acquiring valuable language skills. Your ambassadorial role is excellent so far and you have done very well in disseminating good practice to other schools. Your position as an ambassadorial school would be further strengthen if you could establish a small cluster of similar local partner schools with whom you could work specifically to share the benefits of your own experience and example by encouraging them to engage more closely with the journey towards attaining the ISA. In fact, your readiness to extend your current success to a wider network of schools is commendable, and your ideas and activities for enriching the curriculum are a credit to your school. As you continue with your excellent work, I would like to recommend that you consult with your partner schools to finalize the details of the activities for which you have not yet provided details. In addition to this, it may help to re-visit the global themes that you have been working on and perhaps try to extend your work in the future to incorporate other themes that you may not yet have considered. In conjunction with this, it would place the understanding of your students and those of your partner schools in clearer context and make it more complete if you familiarized yourselves with the articles of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child and used these both as a lens through which to view your activities as well as a barometer through which to measure your progress in terms of understanding and embracing the relevant themes that constitute good global citizenship. Once again, congratulations on the work you have done so far and best wishes for your continued success in the future. Well done.
 
Congratulations on working so hard to co-ordinate such an impressive range of work as the International Co-ordinator. You are a credit to the school and the wider community.
 
We will be sending you a certificate of achievement by post in the next few weeks. If the name of your school or your head teacher has changed since you submitted your action plan then please inform us at isa@britishcouncil.org to ensure we have the correct information for your certificate of achievement.
 
The scheme kite mark, which is a key part of the Award, and press release template will be sent with a separate email.
 
To renew your accreditation in three years’ time you will need to submit an application in the 2016/17 academic year. We will contact you nearer the time to confirm the re-accreditation process. Further information is available from the British Council Schools Online website.
 
We hope that the scope of your excellent international activities will continue to develop and benefit the school community; your support, commitment, creativity and innovative international work is greatly appreciated.
 
Thank you for taking part in the International School Award. Please convey our very best wishes and many congratulations to all staff and students both in the UK and overseas who have taken part in the scheme. Please also contact your local media to inform them about your successful international work - this is a great achievement and one that deserves celebrating and sharing widely.
Kind regards
 
International School Award team
British Council





