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Dear Parents/Carers,                                                                    
 
I’d like to start by saying how fantastic it is that we are united on one 
school site this year.  It is so lovely to walk around our new school and 
see all our students making the most of the space and resources this 
move has provided.  I look forward to sharing all the exciting things our 
students and members of staff have been up to in this and future 
newsletters. 
 
Our students’ summer exam results were again excellent this year. The 
high standards are a reflection of the dedication and effort that the staff 
and students put into their work and of the support parents and carers 
give, working in partnership with school.  Well done to all our talented 
students; your hard work has certainly paid off!  We send our best wishes 
to those students who have successfully moved on to their chosen 
college courses and warmly welcome back those who have returned to 
our Sixth Form.   
 
Students returned in September looking smart and ready to begin the 
new academic year. Thank you for your support with uniform; it is much 
appreciated.  Our new Year 7 cohort have made a great start to the 
academic and social life at Clare Mount.  The transition to secondary 
school can be difficult but it has been lovely to see so many settle in so 
quickly and get involved in all the things we have on offer.  We look 
forward to seeing our Year 7 Parents and Carers at the upcoming Family 
Welcome sessions. 
  
On the subject of welcomes, September saw several new members of 
staff commence working with us: Mrs Freeman joined the English 
department, Mrs Prendergast joined us as a Teacher Across the 
Curriculum and Mrs Parry as a Teacher of Science.   
 
The school year got off to a busy start with many of our students heading 
to Chirk Castle for their Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Expedition.  The 
weather wasn’t kind, but our students proved their resilience and 
commitment by completing the expedition tired but happy.   
 
We have held several parent meetings this term, including Welcome 
Evenings for Years 7, 11 and Sixth Form and an IEP evening for Years 8, 9 
and 10.  The turnout for these events was excellent and provided staff and 
parents/ carers with the opportunity to share information. 
 
As always, our students have made us very proud with their donations 
towards our Harvest Festival collection.  Forum Housing Association and 
Wirral Foodbank will welcome the generous donations.   
 
Next term promises to be as busy as ever with our students’ performance 
of ‘Matilda’ to look forward to, as well as a Bingo night and the Christmas 
festivities planned.  So, in the meantime, I wish you a relaxing half term 
holiday and look forward to welcoming children back to school on 
Monday 30th October. 
 
Kim Webster, Headteacher 
October 2023 
 
            



In September, 39 pupils travelled for a five-day trip to Paris. This was the first 

real residential for many of our group, due to Covid restrictions and saw the 

comeback of the popular Paris trip. As expected, our pupils had a fantastic time! 

The crossing from Dover to Calais was a bit 

choppy, but our pupils coped with the 

conditions well and enjoyed being able to wave 

farewell to the white cliffs of Dover and say 

‘Bonjour’ to the northern coast of France. 

Our chateau  had it’s own heated 

swimming pool which was fantastic 

after a day of sightseeing. 

Our first day took us 

to Brie-Comte-Robert 

for the morning to 

visit the local market.  

 

In the afternoon, we 

headed into Paris to visit 

the Basilique du Sacré-

Coeur et Place du Tertre in 

Montmartre to see the 

artists. 



Great fun was had on the scary and not so scary rides at Disney.  

Our food was delicious! Every 

day we made our own lunches 

and we even  had the 

opportunity to eat snails! 

One evening , we cooked crêpes together. 

We had a great trip!  Au revoir Paris, à la prochaine! 

On our final full day, we  visited the Eiffel Tower and everyone made it up the 

stairs to the first floor at least, which was a great achievement  for some of our 

pupils.  Then we had a boat trip on the River Seine. Then we saw the sights of 

Paris 



Harvest Festival 

at Clare Mount 

Clare Mount celebrated its first Harvest Festival in our new 

building this week as the Rev Joe Smith from St Oswalds 

Church in Bidston took our assembly. 

We were inundated with tins, packets and jars in our 

collection for Wirral Food bank and Forum Housing. “Wow” 

was the reaction as staff and students saw the collection 

pile grow bigger as the day went on. 

Wirral Food bank said that donations from the community 

had gone down recently so our collection really helped. 

They collected 18 large baskets of food supplies. 

Forum Housing had to use a shopping trolley to load up 

supplies for their van. They said that they will make up 

hampers for their young people and also set up a shop 

where they can come and choose what they need. 

Both wanted me to express how grateful they are to you for 

continuing to support the local community.  THANY YOU! 

Mrs Spracklen 



 

Drama at Clare Mount 

Rehearsals for ‘Matilda’ have started 

and we have over 50 students involved. 

They have already shown their 

enthusiasm and dedication by turning 

up for rehearsals and learning their lines. 

We can’t wait to perform for everyone before 

Christmas! 

Mr Gore 

Drama at Clare Mount 



 

Clare Mount Bowlers Continue to Shine! In October, a 

group of 12 students from year 9 and 10 represented Clare 

Mount at the Annual Merseyside Panathlon 10-Pin-Bowling 

Tournament in Liverpool. Each of the students won a silver 

medal for finishing runners-up overall!  

Mr Byrne 



 

Glow-Sport Launched at Clare Mount' The School Games 

Programme, always on the lookout for new and innovative 

ways to engage our young people in sport and physical 

activity, launched their 'glow-sport programme this month. In 

addition to the introduction of glow-dodgeball to our 

curriculum we also hosted an inter-school event in October 

and were joined by students from Hilbre High School. As you 

can see - this is a brilliant addition to our school sport 

activities!  

Mr Byrne 



Individual Accolades for two of our brilliant cricket stars.' 

Following the introduction of our Tuesday after-school 

cricket hub and the amazing ongoing work by Mr Kearney 

every lunchtime, 2 of our young athletes have made it into 

the County (Cheshire) squad for training and upcoming 

fixtures. Alfie and Luke are both - rightly - very proud of 

their selection and, as with all of our cricketers, are making 

rapid progress as young cricketers. We wish them all the 

success in the world as they continue their development!  

Mr Byrne 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This term year 10’s have started their DofE journey and 

are about to start their training proper. We have one 

group of pupils joining Liverpool Victoria Rowing Club in 

Birkenhead to learn the new skill of rowing, whilst also 

developing their physical fitness for the event. Another 

group of students are about to undertake their voluntary 

section at Nanny Sharon’s Alpaca Farm in Moreton.  

 

Year 11 pupils have just completed their bronze 

expedition at Chirk Castle on the Wales / England border 

and despite the poor weather forecast and Hurricane 

Angus, no one blew away and all candidates 

completed their bronze expedition with flying colours. 

Those pupils who did not attend the expedition will have 

the opportunity to complete it again later in the school 

year. Everybody has worked so hard on each section of 

the award so far and should be congratulated on their 

efforts. Starting Friday 6th October, we have a group 

volunteering with the Wirral Park rangers in Birkenhead 

Park and another group who will be working with our 

Community Police officer to give back to our local 

community in and around Leasowe and Moreton. 

 

 

 



At a glittering ceremony at The Floral Pavilion, New Brighton, on 

17th October our incredible PE and Sport Department was 

recognised as the very best in all of Wirral. The judges recognised 

our unwavering commitment towards the provision of outstanding 

teaching and learning, extensive enrichment opportunities and the 

breaking down of barriers facing our young people in the pursuit of 

their sporting dreams. 3 other fantastic schools were also 

shortlisted and to win in that company is truly amazing. An 

unforgettable night that celebrated an enormous amount of hard 

work and determination. 

Mr Byrne 



 

 

Luke, in year 9, has received the 2023 Active Wirral Individual 

Award for his amazing work as a cricketer and young leader, 

fighting off competition from many amazing young sportsmen 

across Wirral. Luke has played cricket in school, virtually every 

day, since he started at Clare Mount and he doesn't just 

participate - Luke is a fantastic role-model for the other students 

and a valuable sports leader / assistant for Mr. Kearney, our 

teacher i.c. cricket. Luke received his accolade at a 

brilliant ceremony at The Floral Pavilion on 17th October, watched 

by over 800 people from across the borough: Well done, Luke and 

keep up the good work! 

Mr Byrne 



Sale Sharks – Coach Millie has 
been working with our year 8 
pupils from the Sale Sharks 
Foundation, introducing our 
pupils to the game of rugby 
union. The programme targets 
health, education, inclusion, 
and grassroots rugby. Aiming to 

promote physical and mental wellbeing in children and 
adults across the North West using the power of sport. Pupils 
are learning about themselves and enjoying learning new 
rugby skills. 
 
ECB Chance to Shine Cricket Coaching – Coach Chris is 
coming into school and working with year 8 using cricket as 
a means of developing personal skills and values. Their work 
focuses on leadership, teamwork, respect, individual and 
collective responsibility, and general standards of conduct 
through the game of cricket but most of all it is about 
playing cricket and having fun learning new skills. 
 
WeDoTennis – Have provided tennis coaches for a one-off 
tennis event in our new Clare Mount Sports Hall. In 
conjunction with Wirral council and the LTA we recently had 
a coaching session with our pupils to introduce them to the 
game. The pupils throughout enjoyed their experience and 
are already asking can they do more. 
 
As part of the GolfWay project designed by the National 
Golf Foundation. Pupils from Clare Mount have been 
introduced to golf with free lessons and rounds of golf in the 
local community. In Year 8, Kayden Pepper has been 
awarded a one year golf bursary at Leasowe Golf Club for 
his efforts working with the project. This is a membership that 
gives him free access at Leasowe to play until his hearts 
content. We recently celebrated Kayden’s success and the 
other participants with a school assembly recognising 
Kayden’s progress and hard work. Well done, Kayden. 

Mr weights 



Having been appointed in July 2023 as the Head of 6th form it 

has been a pleasure and a privilege to work with our 6th form 

students in the first half term of this new academic year. I 

have been delighted by the work ethic of many of our 

students but more importantly at their resilience and 

determination to be successful regardless of any challenges 

they may face. 

I have always considered that the strength of any group of 

people is measured by the respect and care that they 

provide for one another; I witness on a daily basis how the 6th 

form students care for not only one another but moreover, 

the younger members of our school community. It genuinely 

fills me with immense pride at what very decent young men 

and women we have at our school. 

One of the most enjoyable aspects of being part of the 6th 

form staff team is the opportunity to visit the students in their 

work experience placements every Wednesday. The 

feedback given to not only myself but other staff members by 

employers has in many instances been exemplary and bodes 

well for the students career aspirations going forward. 

As parents of 6th form students will already know we are 

hoping to take the year group on a residential next March to 

the Conway Centre in North Wales. A letter has very recently 

gone out to parents, however should any parents/carers 

require any additional details please do not hesitate to 

contact me at school. 



 

Expressive Arts have been studying John Stezaker 

and students have completed a gallery using 

Stezaker work as inspiration. 

 I cannot let this opportunity go amiss without mentioning the 

staff, not only in the 6th form but in the wider school. As a new 

member of staff I have been humbled by how welcome they 

have made me feel, the support they have provided and the 

camaraderie that exists in the school – it really is a family and 

a major strength of the school. 

Finally a big thank you to those parents/carers who have 

been so supportive in the first few weeks in my new role and 

for sending your children into school ready to learn and make 

use of the opportunities afforded to them by staff – they are a 

credit to you. 

Jon Rice 

Head of 6th Form 

 



This year a small group of 6th Form 

students are embarking on Horticulture 

studies. This half term we have been 

looking at plants for wellness, with 

pupils try ing peppermint tea! 

Responses were mixed! We have also 

discovered what parts of plants we 

eat: leaves, flowers, stem and seeds. 

We decided to go to Claremont farm 

and meet farmer Mr Pimbley who 

showed us how pumpkins grow. We 

saw orange ones, warty green ones, 

white ones and even a pink one! We 

also saw asparagus plants. Pupils 

asked some fantastic questions about 

growing conditions and the planting 

process. Great work group. 

Miss Vicars 

 



 

Our students have been finding out about parts of a plant 

that we can eat and recently we went to the supermarket 

to find items that we had discussed. We did a tasting session 

of figs and pomegranates, too. Students enjoyed sorting the 

vegetables and fruits into flowers, stems, leaves and seeds. 

6th Form had a great morning at Woodchurch farm earlier 

this term. Students weeded, cleaned out the goat 

paddock and Miss Vicars woke up Richard the cat who 

gave the biggest yawn! 



The 6th Form Woodchurch Farm and Tam O'Shanter farm 

work experience groups have made a positive start this 

half term. Pupils have completed a mixture of horticulture 

tasks and animal care activities. The herb garden has 

been weeded as have the raised beds. The goats and 

sheep were very pleased with how clean their paddocks 

were after our team had cleaned them.  

At Tam O'Shanters members of the public have been 

stopping the volunteers there to pass on praise for Clare 

Mount 6th forms garden. It has been in full bloom 

attracting bees and other wildlife. Our group has 

maintained it so well. It is a credit to them.  

Great teamwork, clear communication and supporting 

each other to get jobs done are just some of the skills our 

pupils develop during work experience. They also 

acquire subject or job specific terminology too.  

I can't wait to see what they achieve over the coming 

year. 

Miss Vicars 



We  
love 
books
! 

• Tues 17/10/23 - wheelchair rugby (KS4/Post16) 

delivered by Sale Sharks in our PE lesson inspired by 

wheelchair rugby world cup @ Clare Mount 

 

• Thurs 16/11/ - Open Court wheelchair tennis festival - 

LTA adult wheelchair tennis players will be inspiring the 

young people @ Wirral Tennis Centre 

 

• Tues 28/11/23 - Cheshire Cricket Skills festival - 

Cheshire Cricket Board @ Leasowe Recreation Centre 

 

• Panathlon Sports Events @ Greenbank Sports Centre 

ongoing throughout the winter term 



We are holding an Information Fair for you to attend. 

 

You will have the opportunity to chat to a variety of Colleges, Sup-
port Providers and other services who can provide you with infor-
mation on education, training and learning opportunities available 
to your child after School.  

 

The event will be held at: 

Clare Mount Specialist Sports College,  

Birket Avenue, Leasowe, Wirral, CH46 1RA 

0151 606 9440 

k.magnall@claremount.wirral.sch.uk 



College Open Days & Evenings 2023 
 

Wirral Met College  All Four Campuses 

Conway Park, Twelve Quays, The Oval & Wirral 

Waters Campus 

0151 551 7777   www.wmc.ac.uk 

Wednesday 4th October 2023 

Cheshire College 

Ellesmere Port & Chester Campus  

01244 656555   www.ccsw.ac.uk 

Wednesday 11th October 2023   

5.30pm to 7.00pm 

Greenbank College 

Greenbank Lane , Liverpool, L17 1AG 

0151 733 7255  www.greenbankcollege.org.uk 

Thursday 19th October 2023  5.00pm to 7.00pm  

You must book so please go to website 

Coleg Cambria 

Holywell Road, Northop, CH7 6AA 

0300 30 30 007   www.cambria.ac.uk 

Saturday 18th November 2023 

10am to 12pm  

You must book so please go to website  
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It was lovely to welcome back ex pupil and Paralympian Pe-

ter Miller as part of the  “we do tennis” initiative. Peter and 

Nicky Smith delivered coaching sessions to our Year 8 pupils 

as part of their PE lesson. Pupils participated in skill coaching 

activities and mini games.  

Pupils were then given the opportunity to attend a 6 week 

course at  

Wallasey manor Tennis Club.  

After the lesson, it was lovely to hear Peter inspiring our pupils 

with his own journey from Clare Mount to Gold medalist and 
the Paralympics.  



 

 

 

 

There has been a few proud moments for the cricket squad this 

half term. Firstly, we have begun our Tuesday Night sessions 

after school with coaches Matthew O'Connell and Mr Basey 

organising sessions alongside Mr Kearney, ably assisted by ex 

pupil Reeve. These have proved to be a massive success and 

are well attended alongside our 5 lunchtime sessions. 

Training is after school until 4:30 on a Tuesday night in the 

Sports Hall and Monday to Friday 12:35 - 1:05pm in the Sports 

Hall. 

Secondly, 2 of our squad, Alfie W in Year 8 and Luke S in year 

9, have been selected to train with the Cheshire Pan Disability 

squad in preparation for the 2024 outdoor season. They will 

attend 5 sessions at Birkenhead Park Cricket Club between 

October and December.  

Well done!  

Mr Kearney 







Autumn Term 2023 

Open Monday 4th September to Friday 20th October 2023 

*School closed to students Monday 4th September (Inset day) & 

Tuesday 5th September (Moving in day). 

Year 7 & 6th Form commence Wednesday 6th September 

Years 8 to 11 commence Thursday 7th September 

 Please refer to starting day letters sent to parents/carers 

October half-term Monday 23rd October to Friday 27th October 2023 

Open Monday 30th October to Friday 22nd December 2023 

*School closed to students Friday 1st December (Inset day) 

Christmas holiday Monday 25th December 2023 to Friday 5th January 2024 

Spring Term 2024 

Open Monday 8th January to Friday 16th February 2024 

*School closed to students Monday 8th January (Inset day) 

February half-term Monday 19th February to Friday 23rd February 2024 

Open Monday 26th February to Thursday 28th March 2024 

*School closed to students Monday 26th February (Inset day) 

Spring Break Friday 29th March to Friday 12th April 2024 (includes Easter bank 

holidays) 

Summer Term 2024 

Open Monday 15th April to Friday 24th May 2024 

Early May Bank Holi-

day 

Monday 6th May 2024 

Half-term Monday 27th May to Friday 31st May 2024 

Open Monday 3rd June to Tuesday 23rd July 2024 

*School closed to students Friday 28th June (Inset day) 

Term Dates 2023-2024 

Inset days (school closed to students): 
Monday 4th September 2023 (& exceptional closure Tuesday 5th 
September 2023) 
Friday 1st December 2023 
Monday 8th January 2024 
Monday 26th February 2024 
Friday 28th June 2024 





Wirral FUSS 

We recycle high-quality school 

uniform completely 

FREE FOR EVERYONE 

• We have been operating for 10 years 

• Served over 14,600 local families 

• Given away over 60,000 items 

CONTACT US:   07731 831936    wirralfuss@gmail.com 

Registered Office: Methodist Circuit Centre, Seven Acres Lane, Thingwall. 

 

We have 7 hubs across the Wirral, please check our 

website for details of which hub stocks your school’s 
clothes, opening times & where you can donate. 

Are you interested in volunteering & you can     

spare a couple of hours each week? Come & 
join our teams 




